DAVID AKOUBIAN

David Akoubian has been a photographer since 1972 when his father presented him with his first camera, but his career in
photography started in 1992. David learned his craft originally as a painter and from his father who shares his love of nature and
photography. Early in his career he traveled with, learned from and taught beside some of the masters of nature photography
including John Shaw, Art Wolfe, Galen Rowell, Bryan Peterson, Pat O'Hara, and Rod Planck. David has been teaching photography
since 1994 in the classroom and leading workshops around the United States. David presents at many camera clubs across, as well
as leading workshops across the United States.
To learn more about David and his work, visit him at bearwoodsphotography.com.

“PHOTOGRAPHING THE NIGHT SKY”
Workshop – Classroom Thursday / Field work Friday 3:30 AM – 8:00 AM
Photographing the Night Sky on Driftwood Beach, and then Sunrise on Driftwood Beach.
Starting with a classroom session on “Dusk to Dawn” David will talk about how to set your camera to photograph the
night sky for the best result. David will demonstrate how he scouts a location prior to ever arriving there using simple
Apps on his phone. David will demonstrate his technique for using a single image during his processing segment as
well. The night sky will be alive with the Milky Way a short time before sunrise, so we will make that transition to
sunrise while we are on location at Driftwood Beach. David will discuss and demonstrate how to focus your cameras
for night skies in the classroom session to make it easier when you get on the beach. David will demonstrate
composition and exposure for both night skies and sunrise during the shoot as well. We will finish early enough for
you to get some rest before the Expo gets going into high gear!
Recommended equipment for the shoot: A camera body, wide angle lens (wider than 28mm preferred), a sturdy
tripod and head, cable release or self-timer on the camera, extra batteries for your camera, PhotoPills or a similar App
for the night sky, Bug spray!, Coffee…or your favorite caffeinated beverage or what you will need to stay alert!

“EXPOSURE MADE EASY”
Breakout Session – “Exposure Made Easy” Join Professional Nature Photographer David Akoubian as he breaks down
exposure to a simple level that will not only help you understand how to achieve a perfect exposure, but to determine
when to use the different modes on your camera. With a good basic understanding of what Manual Exposure is all
about, you will be able to more confidently use other modes, such as Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority, and yes, even
Auto! David learned exposure from some of the legends of nature photography, John Shaw, Bryan Peterson, and Art
Wolfe. While working beside them, he learned to combine the best from all of them into a simple and easy way to
understand exposure. Learn about Depth of Field, Movement, and how the ISO will affect your image exposure. Leave
with a smile on your face, not a headache!

MARK BUCKLER

Mark Buckler has been actively photographing nature for over 30 years. Born on Cape Cod, MA it was in this area of natural beauty
that his passion for photography was ignited and skills sharpened. In 2005 he moved to the Outer Banks of North Carolina where
he continues pursuing his passion for nature, wildlife, and landscape photography.
The only thing that approaches Mark’s enjoyment of photographing nature is sharing his experiences with others in the form of
photographic workshops, tours and adventures that he leads all over the world. His workshops and photo adventures are highly
sought-after for the level of attention that is given to learning various photographic skills.
Mark’s degree in wildlife biology from the University of Vermont coupled with his extensive experience as a wildlife field biologist
provides him with a deep understanding of nature and animal behavior. This knowledge enhances his ability to capture unique and
interesting nature images as well as put his workshop clients in the best spots to capture the most compelling images. He is an
acclaimed photographic instructor who has been invited to teach workshops and give presentations nationwide. Additionally, fifteen
years of experience as a high school biology teacher contributes to Mark’s ability to offer engaging, meaningful, and enjoyable
instructional workshops and presentations. Visit him at bucklerphoto.com

“STARRY LANDSCAPES AND SUNRISES”
In order to make learning night photography easier, we will start off with an evening classroom session where Mark will
present how to: plan for starscapes, expose and focus at night, and set up your camera. We will also go over how to
process your starry landscape images with ease. The field session will take place at driftwood beach in the darkness
before sunrise while the stars and Milky Way still fill the sky. We will continue photographing through twilight and
sunrise at this extraordinarily beautiful location while receiving hands-on instruction.

“COASTAL LANDSCAPE”
Humans have always been drawn to the coast and with nearly forty percent of the US population living in a coastal
county, there is no shortage of images from this area where land and sea meet. Professional photographer, Mark
Buckler, has lived on the coast nearly his entire life…on both Cape Cod and the Outer Banks of NC. He will share a
series of tips, learned over decades of photographic experience, that will dramatically improve your photos of the
coast (and other landscapes as well). Discover essential techniques and explore a variety of ways to create
compelling, distinctive images that exhibit your own creative vision.

ERIC BOWLES

Eric Bowles is an Atlanta-based nature photographer specializing in the southeastern states. Eric is a photo educator providing
photo tours, workshops and training both independently, as Director of Nikonians Academy, and at Chattahoochee Nature Center
and Atlanta Audubon. Eric’s work has been exhibited in galleries, purchased by corporate and individual collectors, and published
in books and magazines. Eric provides individual instruction for photographers of all skill levels. Eric is on the Board of NANPA and
President of GNPA.
For more information about Eric, visit his website at www.bowlesimages.com.

OKEFENOKEE SUNRISE CRUISE
OKEFENOKEE SUNSET CRUISE
Workshop – Okefenokee Sunrise Cruise - $60
There is nothing like being the first people to enter the Okefenokee in the morning. We’ll arrive early for a sunrise cruise. Early
morning will give us a fog on the water as we head to the prairie. Wildlife always varies, but we typically see alligators, hawks,
owls, herons, egrets, ibis, and more – with an occasional sandhill crane or bittern. We’ll have more than two hours on the water,
then explore the boardwalk and Swamp Island Drive. Expect to wrap up by 11:00 AM for your return to Jekyll Island. Bring a
medium to wider lens for landscapes, and a handholdable telephoto lens for wildlife. During our walk, a tripod and possibly a
macro lens could be useful.

Workshop – Okefenokee Sunset Cruise - $60
The only way to see sunset on the prairie of the Okefenokee is to join an organized trip or to camp in a shelter. We’ll arrive early
afternoon at the Okefenokee and meet, then head to Chesser Homestead and the Boardwalk at the end of Swamp Island Drive.
The boardwalk is a great place to see wildlife including snakes, alligators and wide range of birds. After the Boardwalk, we’ll
return to the visitor’s center to pick up our dinner (cost not included) and begin our cruise. On the cruise we’ll see wildlife, learn
about swamp life and ecology, and with luck we’ll be in just the right spot for a great sunset. Last Expo we saw and photographed
barred owlets on this cruise. We’ll have more than two hours on the water and not return to the dock until well after sunset.
Expect to arrive at Villas after 9:00 PM. Bring a medium to wider lens for landscapes, and a handholdable telephoto lens for
wildlife. During our walk, a tripod and possibly a macro lens could be useful.

“LEARN TO FOLLOW DIRECTION FOR BETTER PHOTOS”
Breakout Session – “Follow the Weather for Better Photos”
Do you pay attention to the direction of the wind and sun when you are photographing? What do you do when the
sun is not from the right direction? Can you anticipate fog? What are your strategies for clear skies? If you pay
attention to the direction of light and wind, you’ll make better photos. We’ll talk about the types of photos that work
better with conditions you encounter. You’ll learn when to choose backlighting, side lighting or front lighting. You’ll
learn what to do when the light is not what you planned. You’ll get tips to position for wildlife shots in all types of
lighting. And when the wind blows, you’ll learn how it affects your photo decisions.

SARA KEITH

Sara is living out her dream as Director of the Atlanta School of Photography, providing photographic education to the

amazing Atlanta community. Sara received her first digital camera from her grandfather when she was twelve years
old. Sara received her BFA in Photography from the Savannah College of Art and Design with a minor in Film and
Television. She is an animal lover, food lover, and traveler. In addition to teaching and assignment work, Sara is a
contracted videographer and photographer at the Woodruff Arts Center.

"Editing Your Landscapes in Lightroom"
Looking for the answer to "how did they get their photo to look like that"? Sara's here to help demystify the process of
editing landscape photos! We'll be exploring all that the development module in Lightroom has to offer, both versions
of Lightroom on any device are welcome! Some things that we'll cover:









Why to shoot in RAW for editing
Basic corrections and workflow
What on earth is a tonal curve?
Organizing color
Bringing out details
How to fix overexposed skies
Selective edits
and more!

Even if you haven't used Lightroom, or use another type of editing software, many of the techniques we use can be
translated to your own workflow.

JAMIE KONARSKI DAVIDSON

Jamie Konarski Davidson is an award-winning outdoor & nature photographer with a passion for capturing and sharing intimate
details of nature and landscapes. She embraces creative techniques, simple beauty, and encourages people in their photographic
journeys. Her process emphasizes connecting with subjects and presenting them in ways that convey how she feels in the
moment of capture. Her creative tools include color, infrared and black/white, macro/close-up, abstracts, HDR, long exposure,
Lensbaby and all the tools of the digital darkroom. Being open to experiment and try new techniques is the dance of this
photographer/artist. If she could only photograph one subject for the rest of her life, it would be flowers . . . they are everywhere
and always offer something new to explore and discover.
To learn more about Jamie, visit her at http://www.newlifephotos.com

“CREATIVITY IN THE GARDENS”
Whether you love the grander landscape that includes flowers and gardens or love to dig into the details of it all with your macro
lens, creative possibilities abound. Springtime in any garden is rich with opportunities to practice and experiment with old and
new techniques. Of course, you have to bring the right equipment for the job to control and craft your lighting, even when
working with ambient light. Finding and defining your subject and deciding how to fill your frame with what you see and feel can
be challenging, but not impossible. If you’re looking for your inner artist, this workshop will help you find it.
In this workshop, you’ll learn about opening your eyes and mind to see subjects you might not have given any time; how to design
your images using composition tools, and how to express your vision more effectively. You will learn how to control light using
diffusers and reflectors, think beyond the subject into abstract zones, and learn creative techniques such as selective focus, incamera motion, multiple exposures and more. Jamie will also have Lensbaby loaners for you to try out during the workshop and
will help you with understanding how to use the gear you have to get it right in the field so that processing is more about
refinement and interpretation than performing reconstruction.
This workshop is a combination of classroom and in-the-field, hands-on instruction. We’ll explore the Historic District of Jekyll
Island, which will be overflowing with flowers and garden subjects as well as bigger picture subjects to capture creatively.
RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT (Basic List)


Camera and variety of lenses from wide angle to telephoto and macro.
(If you don’t have a macro lens, consider accessories such as extension tubes or the
Canon 500D close-up lens and step-up rings.)






Sturdy tripod
Diffuser/Reflector Set (22” 5-in-1 is perfect) and small reflector (12”) Optional: 12” diffuser
Shutter Release Cable or wireless remote
Circular Polarizer for lenses

LARRY WINSLETT
Larry Winslett is an award-winning nature photographer who has chronicled the natural world in
many parts of the United States and Canada. He has specialized in the regions’ wildflowers,
animals, rivers, and streams. He is particularly noted for his work featuring the three major granite
outcrops in Georgia—Stone, Panola, and Arabia Mountains. His photographs have been featured
in a variety of publications, such as Sierra, Wilderness, and Wild Mountain. His fine art prints are
also displayed in such diverse locations as Stanford University and Cox Communications, and his
work has been the focus of major exhibits at Stone Mountain’s Memorial Hall Museum and the
Fernbank Natural History Museum.
Larry leads workshops and tours all over North America. He teaches photography and Photoshop
at the Atlanta School of Photography, the University of North Georgia’s Continuing Education
Department in Dahlonega and Cumming, and the John C. Campbell Folk School in Murphy, NC. He
has been a frequent judge and presenter for photography at the Audubon Society, the
Southeastern Flower Show, and for many photography clubs around the southeast.
Larry and his wife, Julie, co-authored the book Wildflowers of Stone Mountain Park. Working
with the Stone Mountain Memorial Association, Larry also published Stone Mountain - a walk in
the park, a book of nature scenes in the park. Both books are available at bookstores and
Amazon. Visit him at larrywinslettphotography.com.

“WATER PHOTOGRAPHY”
Water is one of nature's most mesmerizing subjects and takes many forms - rivers, lakes, oceans, snow, rain, and more.
It grabs our hearts and minds, inspires and relaxes us. So, how do we document this wonderful wonder of nature in a
powerful way?
From stopping action to producing those silky cotton candy scenes, there are professional techniques to ensure
outstanding images.
In this class, you will learn about:
 Location and perspective
 Direction and speed of water
 Camera settings and creative shutter choices
 The importance of a tripod
 Specialized equipment and lenses
 Managing exposure with neutral density filters
 Managing glare and reflections with polarizers
 Protecting your gear
 Experimenting with composition
In this presentation and demo, Larry will share proven techniques, show beautiful water images and inspire you with
the skills to take your own.

“MACRO AND CLOSE UP PHOTOGRAPHY”
The beach is a great place to explore the world of close-up and macro photography. Join nature photographer and
author Larry Winslett for a fun and informative exploration of Jekyll Island’s Driftwood Beach to learn the skills for
close-up and macro photography. More than just sand and waves, the beach has many fascinating details to explore
and hone your skills in this always exciting type of photography that offers endless possibilities. Larry will cover the
equipment, technical and composition aspects that make for great close-up and macro photo.

On this outing we will discuss:






Equipment – what you need for this type of
photography
Filters – if, when and how to use them in macro
photography
Methods for controlling lighting in the field
Exposure for macro
And Composition – getting great close-ups

You will need to bring your camera, filters, close-up lens (if you
have one), plenty of digital memory, and a tripod.

TOM WILSON

Tom Wilson began making photographs at age 40. His work stems from a life-long love of nature
and the outdoors. He has worked extensively on the Chattahoochee River providing images for
the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, Chattahoochee
Parks Conservancy, Georgia River Network, The Atlanta Audubon Society, The Nature
Conservancy and other conservation-oriented organizations. His work has appeared in Blue Ridge
Country Magazine, The Atlantan Magazine, National Geographic Maps, Environmental Monitor,
Southern Exposure Magazine (cover), The Nature Conservancy Magazine and North Fulton Living.
His work appears in numerous calendars, books (including "The Official Boy Scout Handbook 13th
edition) and web sites. His work was selected by the National Park Service to be the centerpiece
of the Chattahoochee River "Healthy Parks" campaign in 2005 and 2006 appearing on MARTA
Buses and Billboards throughout the Atlanta Area. Recently he supplied 42 images for the
Headquarters display at the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area on Island Ford
Parkway. His work has been displayed in numerous public spaces including Shepherd Spinal
Center, Barnes and Thornburg Law Firm, Coxe, Curry and Associates, Hartsfield-Jackson
international Airport and the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area Headquarters.
Tom believes strongly that nature photographers should be nature advocates and use their
cameras to protect and preserve our vanishing natural world, documenting the threats to our
precious resources and sharing the beauty that makes it worth protecting. He works extensively
to document natural areas of Georgia and provide images to organizations such as the
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, The National Park Service, The Nature Conservancy, Georgia River
Network, Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway, The Atlanta Audubon Society, Chattahoochee Parks
Conservancy and others.
Tom retired from a 33-year career as an Executive with the Boy Scouts of America in December of
2016 to pursue Nature Photography full time. He is currently working on a project with Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park to update their library of photographs and with the
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area to update their signage throughout the park. Tom
enjoys hiking, camping, birding, amateur astronomy, astrophotography and just about anything
else that gets him outside.
For more, visit: tom-wilson-photography.com

“STORIES ~ NATURE PHOTOGRAPHS WITH PEOPLE”
Conservation photography often involves showing the interaction of people and nature. This could be anything from
a local group conducting a clean-up or a tree planting to showing children learning about butterflies or flowers. It
could be a hiker on a trail or it could be a volunteer building a trail.
In this Breakout Session, “Stories ~ Nature Photographs With People”,
Tom will demonstrate how we can make compelling powerful images
that show human interaction with nature in a way that motivates
people towards acting on behalf of conservation.

